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eight feet six inches long, and two feet ten inches broad, and 
is round at the bottom, having a keel. 

Ware, in his work on the Antiquities of Ireland, states 
it as his opinion, that the Phoenicians were the original colo- 
nisers of this country, and that they used boats made of osiers 
or wicker work, and covered with skins, in which they navi- 
gated the bays and the mouths of the rivers. The ancient 
Irish, he says, made use of another kind of boat in the 
rivers and lakes, formed out of an oak wrought hollow, 
which is called by the Irish coiti, and by the English cott, a 
vessel well known to antiquity under other names. Pliny 
calls boats hollowed out of a single beam, Monoxylce, from a 
Greek word of that import, and describes them to be — 
lintres ex uno ligno excavatae, i. e. boats formed out of one 
piece of timber wrought hollow. And in another place 
Pliny relates that the German pirates sailed in boats hol- 
lowed out of single trees, each of which they made so large 
as to contain thirty men. 



April 25. 

SIR Wm. R. HAMILTON, LL.D., President, in the Chair. 

The Rev. Dr. Kennedy Bailie commenced the reading of 
a paper containing an Account of his Researches in certain 
parts of Asia Minor. 

The Rev. Dr. Robinson gave an account of the casting 
of the great six-foot Speculum by the Earl of Rosse. 

The publication of this account is deferred, for the pre- 
sent, by Dr. Robinson. On a future occasion he expects to 
lay before the Academy a statement of the performance of 
the telescope when it shall be turned, for the first time, to 
the heavens. The history of the casting of the specu- 
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lum, of the performance of the telescope, and of the ma- 
chinery by which it is moved, will then appear in the Pro- 
ceedings. 



May 9. 
SIR Wm. R. HAMILTON, LL.D., President, in the Chair. 

William Blacker, Esq. and the Rev. James Booth were 
elected members of the Academy. 

James Mac Cullagh, Esq. was elected Secretary of the 
Academy, in the room of the Rev. Dr. Singer, resigned ; 
and Dr. Kane was elected Secretary of Council. 

A paper, by the Rev. Dr. Hincks, " On the True Date 
of the Rosetta Stone," was read. 

The date usually assigned to this monument, on the au- 
thority of Dr. Young, is the 27th March, 196 b. c, according 
to the proleptic Julian reckoning ; the true date, as deter- 
mined by Dr. Hincks, is the 27th March, 197 b. c. Taking 
the former date for granted, M. Letronne has drawn from it 
a great many inferences, which the error of a single year en- 
tirely vitiates. These inferences relate to the history of 
Ptolemy Epiphanes, and to the mode of computing the years 
of his reign and of the reigns of other Egyptian kings ; as 
also to the various priesthoods of royal personages that are 
mentioned on the Ptolemaic monuments. The conclusions 
of M. Letronne, and those which are to be deduced from 
the corrected date, are exhibited by the author in parallel 
columns. 



The President made some remarks on the day of the 
Vernal Equinox at the time of the Council of Nice. 

It has been stated by some eminent writers on astronomy, 
for example by Brinkley and Biot, and seems to be gene- 
rally supposed, that the vernal equinox in the year 325, a. d. 



